
 
 
MINUTES OF USER GROUP MEETING  
 
HELD IN  
THE PARK HOTEL, FALKIRK  
 
ON SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER 2006  
10.00 – 13.00 HOURS  
 
Representing British Waterways: 
 
Steve Dunlop, Director, Scotland 
Richard Millar, Service & Business Development Manager, Scotland  
Dave Smith, Engineering Manager, British Waterways Scotland  
Marion Paterson, Customer Service Administrator, Lowland Canals  
Yvonne Laird, Finance Administrator, Lowland Canals 
 
Guest Speakers 
 
Karen Moore, Head of Development, The Waterways Trust Scotland  
Selby Richardson, Urban Design Futures 
 
Chairman 
 
Professor John Hume, OBE 
 
Attendance 
 
An Attendance Sheet is also incorporated within the minutes of the Meeting.  Please be 
advised that if you did not register on arrival your name will not appear on this list.  It is 
important that you register at future meetings and for our records,  inform the 
administrators of any changes in your details.  
 
1.0 Welcome 
 
Professor Hume declared the meeting open and thanked everyone who had come along 
to hear the presentations by what he described as a first class line up at the top table.  
 
2.0 Apologies  
 
The apologies are as detailed after the Attendance Sheet and all noted within the next 
few pages of the minutes. 

 
 



 
In attendance 

   
1 Thomas Armstrong  Bowling Lower Basin – Mairi Dubh 
2 Alan Balnaves  Urban Design Futures  
3 Mrs B Braithwaite  LUCS 
4 Mr David Brown  Auchinstarry – Mitho  
5 Mrs Doris Brown  West Edinburgh Canal Society  
6 Dr Iain Campbell  Harrison Park West – Eigg & ECS 
7 Mr Andrew Carnduff  RYA & FYCA  
8 Mr Paul Carter  Friends of Kelvin Valley Park  
9 Mrs Liza Coates  Ratho East – Narrowboat Jessica  
10 Mr Philip Crozier  FW Basin – Spirit of Falkirk & 

Grangemouth Sea Lock – Spirit of 
Glasgow  

11 Mr Peter Currie  Auchinstarry – Hedwig  
12  Mrs Currie  Auchinstarry – Hedwig  
13  Captain Gordon Daly  RYA 
14 Mr Richard Davies  Scottish Boat Show organiser  
15 Mr Andy Devenport  Edinburgh Canal Society  
16 Mr Steve Dunlop      (Staff) Director, Scotland –  

British Waterways 
17 Dr Richard Dyer  Grangemouth 2 – Likhubula  
18 Dr Cath Dyer  Grangemouth 2 – Likhubula  
19 Mrs Sandra Purves  Scotland Group  
20 Mr George Esselmont  Auchinstarry – The Bees Knees  
21  Mrs Esselmont  Auchinstarry – The Bees Knees  
22 Mr Colin Galloway  LUCS/Freshwater Group  
23  Mr Alan Googe  Grangemouth –Three  Feathers  
24 Mrs Sheena Googe  Grangemouth – Three Feathers  
25 Mr Ken Grant  Edinburgh Canal Society  
26 Dr Judy Gray  LUCS 
27 Mr David Holgate  Go-Bike 
28 Professor John Hume   TWTS & Chairman of Group  
29 Mr Robert Hunter  Falkirk & District Canals Society/ 

Stirling Council 
30 Mr Guthrie Hutton  Author/F&CCS 
31 Mr Tom Jamieson  West Edinburgh Canal Society  
32 Miss Yvonne Laird    (Staff)  Finance Administrator, Lowland 

Canals 
33 Mr Jim Lawson  Strathkelvin Ramblers  
34  Mr Tommy Lawton  Forth & Clyde Canal Society  
35  Mrs Nancy Lawton  Forth & Clyde Canal Society  
36 Mrs S M Le Pla Forth & Clyde Canal Society  
37 Mr Hamish Leal  Capercaillie Cruisers/Boat Operator 

on Lowland Canals  



38 Mr Jim Leishman  Falkirk & District Canal Society  
39 Mr Jim Lonie  LUCS  
40  Mrs Nuala Lonie  LUCS  
41 Mr David W A Macdonald   
42  Mr Derek Marshall  Scottish Canoe Association  
43  Ms Eva McCracken  Disable Access Group/Scotland 

Group/ Author 
44 Mr Derek McDonald  Treasurer ECS / Mooncatcher 
45 Jim McLachlan Forth & Clyde Canal Society  
46 Ms Patricia McLuckie  ECS 
47 Mr Stan McWhirder  ECS 
48 Mrs Finola Meikle  Harrison Park  East – Nola’s Ark  
49 Mr K R E Meikle  Angling 
50 Mr Richard Millar         (Staff)  Business Development Manager – 

British Waterways Scotland  
51 Mrs Elinor Milne  Seagull Trust, Falkirk  
52 Mr David Morrison  Auchinstarry – Minstral  
53  Mrs Maureen Morrison  Auchinstarry – Minstral  
54 Mr Alan Muir F&CCS/SIWA/Freshwater Group  
55 Mrs Jacqueline Muir  F&CCS 
56 Mrs Marion Paterson     (Staff) Customer Service Administrator, 

Lowland Canals 
57 Mr Selby Richardson  Urban Design Futures  
58 Mr T Rodgers  Auchinstarry – The Great Escape  
59 Mrs Rodgers  Auchinstarry – The Great Escape 
60 Mr Ronnie Rusack MBE Ratho – Ratho Princess/ The 

Seagull Trust 
61  Ms Lisa Sneddon  Ratho – Ratho Princess  
62  Ms Bev Schofield  Peccadillo  
63 Mr Peter D Stewart  Forth & Clyde Canal Society  
64 Mr Ian Street  Bridge 19-40 Society  
65 Mrs Ann Street  Bridge 19-40 Society  
66 Mrs Lena Sutherland  Linlithgow Ramblers  
67 Mr Bill Tait   
68 Mrs Tait   
69 Mr Hamish Taylor  Auchinstarry – Aramis 
70 Mr Morris Watson  Linlithgow Ramblers  
71 Mr John Watt  Trailboat – Blackness  
72 Mr George Webster  Applecross – Shirvalee  
73 Ms Suzanne West Prospect Community Housing  
74 Mr Ian White  Rowers – Edinburgh  
75 Mr Alastair Whitelaw   
76 Mr John J Wright  Grangemouth – Condor  
77 Mrs Wright  Grangemouth – Condor  
78 Mr Robert Young  Grangemouth - Reaper II 
79 Mrs Young  Grangemouth – Reaper II 
80  Ms Karen Moore The Waterways Trust Scotland  



81  Ms Fiona Willis  IWAC 
82 Beth Jamieson  West Edinburgh Canal Society  
83  John Brown  West Edinburgh Canal Society  
84 Martine Stead  LUCS/Photographer 
85 Mr Dave Smith             (Staff)  BW Scotland - Engineering 

 
Apologies 

 
1 Mr Sam Baumber Re-Union Cruising  
2 Mr Paul Blackler  Auchinstarry – Kalleson  
3 Mrs Clare Blackler  Auchinstarry – Kalleson  
4 Mr Gary Clarkson  LCAPS 
5 Mr Mike Coates  SIWA 
6 Mrs Sheena Cookson  Auchinstarry – Maverick  
7 Mr Cookson  Auchinstarry – Maverick  
8 Mr W A Craig  Auchinstarry – Skean Dhu II 
9 Mr G J Davies   
10 Mr Bill Purves   
11 Mr S B Gilmore   
12 Mr Michael B Green  Stirling  
13 Mr Roy Hibberd  
14 Ms Sarah Hinds   
15 Mr Joe Holland Joe’s Wharf – Terri Jo 
16 Miss Alison Innes  The Bridge Inn Ratho  
17 Ms Carole Keltie  Destinations Manager,  

The Falkirk Wheel 
18 Mr Steven Kelvin  Kelvin Marine  
19 Mrs Hillary Leal  Capercaillie Cruisers  
20  Mr Alan Leal  Capercaillie Cruisers  
21  Mr Rab Lee  Scottish Federation of Course 

Anglers  
22 Mr Stewart Liddle  LUCS 
23 Mr I A Macleod  Bowling Lower Basin –  

Seol na Mara 
24 Mr Gilmour Manuel  Linlithgow  
25 Mr Linton McBurnie          (Staff) Waterway Supervisor, Union Canal 
26 Mr Robert McLeod             (Staff) Waterway Supervisor 
27 Mr J I Montgomery   
28 Mrs Montgomery   
29 Mr Ian Munro  George Heriot’s Rowing Club  
30 Mr Kelso Riddell  Commodore – Forth Canoe 

Club/SCA 
31 Mr Bill Robertson         (Staff) Waterways Supervisor – Forth & 

Clyde Canal West  
32  Dr Jamie Sime  The Seagull Trust Falkirk  
33  Mrs Pat Sime  The Seagull Trust Falkirk  



34  Ms Elly Storrie              (Staff)  Administration Manager,  
Lowland Canals  

35  Mr Dave Waterston  The Seagull Trust Kirkintilloch  
36 Mr Eric Weightman  Falkirk & District Canal Society  
37 Mr Charles Williamson The Bridge Inn Ratho/Dunedin Pub 

Company  
38 Mr Tommy Thomson     (Staff) Waterway Supervisor – Forth & 

Clyde East 
 
3.0 Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising 
 Fiona Willis referred to Page 11 of the previous minutes in which her  
 Organisation was misquoted.  This should read IWAC and not IWAAC. 
 There were no matters arising and Professor Hume invited Richard Millar  
 To give the update on the Lowland Canals.  
 
4.0 Lowland Canals Update   Richard Millar,  
                                                                 Service & Business Development Manager,                  
                                                                 British Waterways Scotland  
 

Richard gave a thorough account of how the business was growing on the Lowland 
Canals and what progress has been made since the opening.   

 
He continued to present the findings of Roger Tym & Partners, Planners and 
Development Economists who had given information on what had been achieved 
from the Outputs from the Link Project as follows: 
 
      Actual   Target ‘07 
Third party Investment    £91m   £100m  
Employment Created    2815 FTE  3250 FTE  
Commercial floor space    62,100 sq m   Not defined  
Housing      over 800 units  Not defined   
Training      73 places   250 places 
        
Visits to the canal per year   11.7   3.5m 
Trip boats      9   6 
Restaurant boats     3   2 
Tourism businesses    53   50 
Transits across the F&C (per year)  143    500 
Moored private boats    250   600 
Community businesses    6   20 
Hire boats      20   60 
 
Richard commented briefly on each area and how some areas had been 
particularly successful and other areas such as the transits were disappointing. 
This year we welcomed  146 transit craft but had set a target of 180. He was also 
happy to report that there had been a 5% increase in long-term moorings 
 



Richard acknowledged the hard work and praise given by the canal users for the 
“boys (and girls) in blue” helping with more 12,000 Lock movements this year.  
 
He also reported that there was a 44% increase in Falkirk Wheel visitor numbers 
and this now could be seen as a special window to the canal. 
 
The canal network is a great Leisure Venue and BWS have again seen – more 
walking, cycling, fishing and rowing. 
 
Busy  events and festival calendar.   
 

• Scottish Boat Show in May.  
• Mark I’Anson’ Art Exhibition at The Falkirk Wheel  
• Kirkintilloch Festival, Firhill Festival, Linlithgow Fun Day 
• Edinburgh Quay –  
• Wine School at The Fringe – held on the Millennium Link Boat- 6th to 28th August.  

Auchinstarry Barbeque.  
• And how could you possibly finish a year like that – Christmas at the Falkirk Wheel 
• Charitable Activity  

 
Figures show 25-30,000 trips by charitable boats on canal.  The number of trips 
have increased.  However Richard confirmed that the accuracy of some of the 
figures still required input from some societies.  Tommy Lawton advised that 8343 
was the final number for the F&CCS.   
 
Numbers quoted were  
Seagull Trust   12,000 
F&CCS       8,343    (previously 6,000 on slide)  
LUCS         4,900 
Edinburgh Canal Society         568 
Bridge 19-40          616 
Re-Union           450 
Total        26,877 

 
Photo Competition – 4th year running – excellent pictures – now Scotland wide. 
These photo’s are a great snap shot of the canal and extremely valuable to BWS.   
 
At this point Richard thanked Martine Stead from Linlithgow for her excellent 
photograph which was seen at the opening of his presentation.  The photos and 
paintings were all displayed at the meeting. The first Scotland  Art Competition 
attracted strong interest and we were happy to report that the there were as many 
as 20 entries from various areas of Scotland. 
 



Issues  
The battle against the weed.  Chemical weed control was used.  Approximately 
3,000 tonnes of weed was removed out of the canal.  
 
Antisocial behaviour –  If experienced by boater they must inform the police 
whatever the scale of the incident.  We can only do that with help from yourselves.   
 
Slipways – Good news Harrison Park and Port Dundas and this winter we hope to 
build one in Firhill. 
 
Towpath Improvements  
Considerable developments this year with the following areas being upgraded to 
hard surfacing  – certain areas are part funded by Sustrans – 6.5 km of upgraded 
towpath.  Bowling to Erskine, Shopping Centre, Clydebank, Duntreath, Harrison 
Park to Wester Hailes – tarmac with whin finish.  
 
Access for all  
How can we improve access on the canal,  this is very important  for disabled, 
double buggies and bikes.  Barriers are there at the moment to avoid  problems 
with fly tipping in the past which has to be controlled. We need to develop new 
technologies and this will be an important issue for Lowland over the next 3 years. 

 
New Licence and Mooring consultation  
In next few weeks the new prices will be coming out to you. The proposals are  
Licence Fee £112.50. Mooring fees vary with location and a proposal to improve 
Electricity Charging will be put forward  
 

           Bobby Young – Electricity, how is this charged  
 

RM We are charging per metre and the proposal is per day.  That seems 
a fairer way to charge. 

 
Lowlands Winter Stoppages – Richard invited Dave Smith from Engineering 
Department in Glasgow to report. 
 
6 Nov to 17 Dec 2006 
Embankment 4 Falkirk – east of Lock 16 – closure of locks 2 to 16.  
 
6 -19 Nov 2006 and 8 Jan to 9 Mar 2007 
Embankment 15 Wyndford  – east of Lock 20.  Closed between Lock 20 and 
Castlecary  
 
6 – 19 Nov and 8 Jan to 9 Mar 2007 
Embankment 11 – east of Bonnybridge – leakage on the canal – if we get 
additional funding this will be done.  The closure will be between Lock 17 and 
Carmuirs  
 
8 Jan to 9 Mar 2007 



Basin and Lock walls – Locks 21, 22 at Maryhill..  This will cause a closure 
between Locks 21 and 25 
 
8 Jan to 9 Mar 2007 
Glasgow Branch – Applecross Street to Firhill. - Slipway extension repair cills  
 
6 Nov to 17 Dec 2006 
Reddingmuirhead – east of Falkirk – services will be constructed under the canal 
by a developer who is constructing properties nearby. 
 
8 Jan to 2 Feb 2007 
The Falkirk Wheel – Between upper locks and Forth & Clyde Canal – basin 
upgrade, dredging and lock repairs. 
The Big Stuff  
The Glasgow Regeneration Project breathing life into North Glasgow.  Richard was 
happy to report that Port Dundas was just finished.  He showed how it had all 
started with the cutting of the sod at Port Dundas by George Greener and 
explained how it blossomed into a basin at the side of the M8 motorway.  At the 
opening of the basin there was a lot of activity.  School children were invited to 
come along to the opening.  With the original construction of the motorway the 
canal corridor was destroyed.  The vision for the next ten years is to create a busy 
canal hub with 120 moorings in this immediate area alone delivering a real canal 
quarter to Glasgow.  It cost £1.5m to create an access corridor up from the town 
with facilities and also creating a terminus there once again.  
The building of the tower at Dundas Wharf has been turned down by the Scottish 
Executive after a consultation period. The developers are now planning a wider 
community consultation.  
And now in the future - work in Kirkintilloch – this is on programme for 15 years.  
This winter we will see the start of construction here. 

  Questions 
Tommy Lawton  McGregor’s Yard (Kirkintilloch Marina)–  what new facilities will 

be there? 
RM There are plans to have power and water, fuel is yet to be 

confirmed.    
RM Clydebank – the canal goes through the shopping centre, with 

the worlds  only fish and chip ship on the site of the canal.  We 
have been working with West Dunbartonshire Council and 
Clydebank rebuilt to transform Clydebank Canal corridor 
especially on the north bank. 

A Carnduff   Can the Sylvania Bridge in Clydebank be fixed in up position  
RM We have tried to encourage this and to get an up and over   

bridge for the main pedestrian crossing. However this was 
deemed too expensive 



Tommy Lawton  We had the small footbridge in the up position when we were 
down there with the F&CCS – there were no problems with 
this – we can tolerate only one bridge in this position.  

Richard  BW never wanted two bridges however both the council and 
the shopping centre were keen to see them remain.   

  RM gave a summary of the Helix project which aims to 
develop a 1300 acre area of blighted green space between 
Falkirk and Grangemouth into a revitalised community 
resource. Within this project BWS are proposing to extend the 
Forth & Clyde canal from Lock 2 Grangemouth further down 
river and to create a spectacular new canal hub and Kelpie 
boat lift. RM asked for support from all users.  

    
Question  Have you considered tow path users.   

 
RM   It will be a great resource for all. 
 
Robert Hunter  Talking about the Helix, is Grangemouth Docks still part of the 

project?   
RM   Still in discussion process with Forth Ports and landowners  
 
Judy Gray  Bowling/Carron (Grangemouth Sea Lock) – I notice that 

directional signage is not good – quite a bit away from the 
entrance. 

RM Carron – Last AA signage disappeared, this needs dealt with. 
Bowling – we are holding off until we have finished the works. 

 
Hamish Taylor  What do you consider to be a transit. 
 
RM   This is a trip from Grangemouth to Bowling from sea to sea.  

Some are our own customers who are moored on the canal. 
 

Hamish   Not just ones coming in? 
 
RM   From one end to the other  
Hamish   I would dispute 140 – should be nearer 80 
 
RM   Figures are as carried. 
 
Guthrie Hutton  You mentioned hard whin but runners don’t like running on 

tarmac surfaces.  It goes for their knees and ankles. 
 
RM I take on that point.  In urban areas we have no choice but to 

have that kind of hard towpath.  The towpath has to be a multi-
use path, able to take considerable use. Our partners are 
supporting this development in urban areas  We are getting 
£700K from third party funders to help us improve the network  



I White  Towpath gets hard use.  Are there plans going west from the 
Edinburgh centre to get lighting? 

 
RM We have had discussions with the Edinburgh City Council in 

connection with lighting on the towpath.  Our first priority is to 
get the access issue right first.  We have to consider safety of 
people using the towpath too. 

 
Mr Meikle  Chemical treatment of weed – is this safe. 
 
RM Yes we have an environmental scientist who has advised low 

level chemicals can be used to keep down the weed.  It does 
not affect the fish. 

 
Mr Meikle This is an issue which forms part of the legislation in the 1995 

Canals Act – prevent injury or damage in Scotland.    
Bev Schofield What is the feasibility on Locks 17-20 being self operational.  

Hire boats are promised timings for bridge but some times it’s 
getting there.   

RM 17 - 20 would be user operational as soon as we can safely 
implement.  Lock 16 – 21 – free operation will be better used 
and safe.  Electrical water monitoring (SCADA) is being 
installed this year to monitor water levels.  Safe user operation 
to be available as soon as possible.  

R Rusack Lack of investment into Union canal.  Hire boats are using it 
more and it is not being dredged properly.  

RM We are well aware of the situation with the Union Canal and 
hope to get some spots dredged this winter.  We are looking 
for cash from a number of sources and hopeful we will carry 
out the works.   

 
A Street  A question about moorings.  Can these be increased.   
 
RM  Linlithgow/Edinburgh Quay and Park Farm are being tackled 

at present.  Small steps forward.  Harrison Park and Ratho are 
important for future development.  On east or west side Cala 
Homes are planning a new mooring basin.   

 
A Street   What about Drumshoreland ? 
 
RM We need finance in place for pontoons and we will be tackling 

these.  
 
A Street   Pontoons make canal too narrow – what about piled jetties. 
 
RM Freshwater group have already raised this and are keen to 

see jetties created and BW will be looking for opportunities. 



 
G Daly  Seagull Trust at Kirkintilloch are concerned in regard  to the 

raising of the summit pound.  
 
RM  Our engineering department are actively looking at the option 

of raising the summit pound by up to 150mm. This will still 
maintain the 3.0m air draft. 

 
G Daly   3 or 4” – will be making a difference. 
 
T Armstrong  Work in progress in Bowling.  Are there going to be lights in 

the south basin.  
 
RM  We are trying to get funding for this.  

   
5.0 Initial Impressions &  

Future Plans    Steve Dunlop, Director, Scotland  
 

Steve introduced himself advising that he had come from his last position as Head 
of Regeneration at Newcastle. 
His focus in coming to British Waterways in Scotland was to take the business to 
the next level.  Steve was very enthusiastic about the opportunity to come to BWS 
and viewed it as an amazing job.  He acknowledged with thanks the input by his 
predecessor Jim Stirling who has presented him with a good legacy.   
He stressed that the core business was the maintenance of canals and manage as 
effectively as we can.  He was clear on the daily requirement for searching for 
funding in different areas.   
He announced that David Lamont had come to join the company as Operations 
Manager and he hoped that David’s expertise would bring a new dimension to the 
business.  
Whilst all of you are passionate about the canal we have to do more about 
marketing canals to see the full potential.  We will need to form good relationships 
with potential funding bodies. 
Public Value – this is huge – Roger Tym Report clearly illustrates that the private 
sector are profiting from the reopened canal. BW need to learn to share in these 
profits to benefit the canal. Bowling to Loch Lomond – Falkirk – planning and 
regeneration.  We need to be able to capture value.  We have to be careful where 
we invest also. 
Adrishaig too – there are hopes for more activity within 5-10 years.  We are dealing 
with canals which can really contribute to the  quality of people’s lives.  
Steve finished by advising that he was still new to the business and he would like 
to come and hear more from the groups. 

 
 
 



5.1  Questions 
RD Can you explain how funding cuts from DEFRA will effect the  

position in Scotland.  
SD England and Wales have been penalised because of the failure to 

manage payments for grants to farmers, this had  strained DEFRA 
budgets.  BW as a whole  will need to  restructure to carry forward 
long-term.  As far as the Scotland Block Grant is concerned the 
Scottish Parliament will decide. There is increased funding for next 
year and we will be bidding for more.   

5.2  Questions  
5.3  

G Daly  You are not from a boating background., can we just offer the wealth 
of professional expertise at your disposal within the group alone.  
New areas of canal should be boat friendly.   Please will you heed 
boaters about bollards, sharp corners etc.  

Steve  I am clear in my own mind.  We have a huge number  of advisory 
groups and I am clear that I want to get skill and talent here properly 
utilised. 
The Mooring strategy document is available from today and we must 
have satisfied local communities.  I take your point and you will be 
consulted fully through the Scotland Group to ensure buy in to that 
strategy  

G Daly  Thanked Steve for his commitment  
R Hunter  We have to have joined up thinking.  I am now getting enquiries 

about Stirling.  Concerning economic development we need to work 
on this together.  

Steve  Juxtaposition between some people who see clearly what is 
happening.  Bowling to Loch Lomond, Grangemouth - Stirling – how 
it all connects.  Social depravation throughout this area.  We have to 
have a cohesion vision. 

A Carnduff Think of canal not internally but externally and transit customers are 
just passing through.  Canal is only one mechanism to the cross the 
country & we must compete for business. We need more facilities.   It 
can take 2 days plus to go through because the canal is clogged by 
weed.  We have to start working on detail.  

Steve  That is what the mooring strategy should be about.  I want to know 
what boat growth – England Europe, Ireland – we have an idea of 
these impediments.  

  John Hume Salt Water and Fresh Water Groups need to discuss these issues. 
T Lawton  Salt Water Group and Fresh Water Group – why don’t they report this 

to this forum.  
John Hume This will be tackled for the next meeting. 



Steve  There is an issue here – we have to join together and I want more 
involvement myself.   

5.4  ACTION  
Steve’s name to be put on the list of invitees to the Salt Water Group and also the 
Freshwater Group. 

At this point John Hume asked for a short break and to recommence the meeting at 11.50 
a.m.  Before John invited Karen Moore of The Waterways Trust Scotland to make her 
presentation he advised that there were some important points of information for the 
Users.  

• There is a new number for contacting rowers in Edinburgh and that is – Jim 
Ferguson on 0131 446 6072 

• Also, there is a publication available – Friends of Kelvin Valley Park  
• Voting for the Peoples Millions which Karen Moore will advise on. 

 
5.5 ACTION  

Marion to send out email at the time to let all members of the group on email know 
how to vote for this project to get the funding.  Karen Moore will update. 

 
• John also advised the dates for the next User Group Meetings and these are 

detailed at the end of these minutes on the last page. 
• Christmas celebrations at The Falkirk Wheel – poster displayed. 
• Finally, John invited Ann Street to advise on the Petition to Save our Waterways. 

The petition was available to sign at the meeting.   However, anyone from the  
Canal societies should go on website as there was a requirements for more  
signatures in connection with the DEFRA funding cuts.  

 
6.0 The Waterways Trust   Karen Moore, Head of Development, 
           Scotland - Update    The Waterways Trust Scotland  
 

Karen opened her presentation on the achievements of The Waterways Trust 
Scotland for 2001 – 2006 and advised the group that the Trust had raised almost  
£2m for Scottish Canals and most of the work has been done on Lowlands.  She  
continued to inform the group that there had been 14,500 direct and indirect  
beneficiaries.  65 projects have been funded created and delivered. 
Key areas of achievement were with:-  
 
The Coach House Trust – working with them  
to build a picnic area.   
 
St Bartholomews in Coatbridge – they were involved in trying to create a sense  
of community by their involvement in this project.   
At that point Karen reminded everyone about tree planting being organized at  
Auchinstarry on 12th and 13th December.  All welcome. 
 
Action Outdoors – Polmont Grange Centre – the Trust fundraised for the new  
jetty facility and landscaping work is continuing.  The outdoor activity centre is  
targeting a core group of 16-24 year olds.  We have raised £900K for the centre so  



far.  We have been waiting for planning permission and have also been able to  
fund 4  Level 1 Scottish Professional Angling Association coaches. 
 
Firhill – Karen reported on the successful Canal Festival Day with Punjabi Band,  
belly dancers, Seagull Trust and Forth & Clyde Canal Society and many other  
class acts.  Although the weather hadn’t been too good this had not detracted from  
the enjoyment experienced by everyone.  It was a very successful event. 
 
Future projects –  
Water Safety Education Programme – Glasgow  
 
Community Canal Liaison officer -  community ranger with an  
environmental/heritage role – funding for this will be required .  
 
Community History Project – Dalriada – targeting people living in the area of the  
canal. – Crinan has a big part to play in this project.  
 
The Wall at The Falkirk Wheel - Ian Hamilton Finlay – we are in the process of  
raising funding to have this installed.  
 
Access and Signage – West Dunbartonshire Council and Glasgow – still to raise  
funding for this.  We completed Glasgow section costing £6K. 
 
People’s Millions - Scents & Sensitivities.  - Karen explained that The Waterways  
Trust would be featured on the vote for cash from lottery funding.  Three designs  
will be chosen by the public for funding and Karen asked for everyone to take the  
time to vote to get the funding this way.  Marion would send an email to everyone  
when this was going ahead and the number to call.  

 
Karen brought her presentation to a close and thanked everyone for their support  
and encouragement hoping that The Trust would continue to work in partnership  
with various people and organizations in these projects.  

 
John Hume invited the meeting to ask Karen questions relative to the presentation.  

 
Mr Meikle You have managed to get funding for projects on the canals.  What 

about the Monklands Canal?  
 
Karen  Not much,  we have only been involved in smaller community 

projects.   
 
Steve I met with Elaine Smith MP for the Monklands area and have also 

been talking to the local council.  I was struck with the fact that there 
was potential for involvement in more opportunities in this area when 
we go for more funding and will look for a slice of that for Monklands.  
It is well loved and liked by the local community.  I assure you that it 
is on my agenda.  

 



Tommy L There is a Monklands Canal Society and also projects planned to link 
with Drumpellier Park. 

 
Bev  Signage – can letters be written a bit bigger?  Sometimes difficult to 

see from a boat. 
 
Eva   More signage portraying wheelchair friendly access. 
  
Guthrie  In connection with Scents and Sensitivities – will this be STV or 

Grampian – which? 
 
Karen  Yes get your friends and family to vote – as many as possible  It will 

be regional.  So this project at Auchinstarry is specific to the STV 
area. 

 
John Hume thanked Karen for all her work.  John advised that he was a director for  
the Trust and it is a joy for him to be a part of everything that is involved in this  
organisation.  He also acknowledged that Karen has been bringing so much more  
to the job she has in Scotland.  

 
7.0 Mooring Plans on    Selby Richardson and Allan Balnaves 

Lowland Canals    Urban Design Futures 
 

Selby opened his presentation by thanking the group for the invitation to make this  
presentation.   
 
Urban Design Futures in association with Allan Balnaves were appointed by BW  
in January 2006 to prepare a nodal and moorings strategy for the Lowland Canals  
network. Allan Balnaves is a specialist in looking at market demand.   
 
The areas investigated are as follows:  Union Canal Forth & Clyde & Glasgow 
Branch.   
 
The strategy will update and replace the Edinburgh – West Lothian Union Canal 
Moorings Study and the Falkirk Canal Corridor Study that were completed for BWS 
in April and June 2005.  Also a consideration is the Mooring studies by Richard 
Glen for Glasgow and West Dunbartonshire area.   
 
The scope of the study has four main elements –  

• Providing a review of the existing and emerging guidance concentrating on 
planning policies  

• With the updated market appraisal to reassess the development potential of 
the canal 

• Nodal and moorings principles and proposals able to accommodate the 
development potential 

• Outline design guidance to ensure a ‘best fit’ between new canalside 
development and waterbased activities. 

 



 
We then looked at on-side and off-side moorings and came up with some clear 
guiding principles- 

• Permanent moorings ideally should be in marinas.  
• There should be more parking along the canal side.  
• Edinburgh to  Bowling – we have nodal points.  There are areas that have 

been identified as Major and minor nodal points along the length of the 
canal.  

 
Design Guidelines - 

• Layout – how development relates to canal.  
• Character – relative to historical development of canal. 
• Use – maximum use to all areas of canal.  

 

7.1 Questions  
Ronnie R  You are advocating 170 commercial boats in 10 years’ time?  We are 

losing commercial operators.  The system is being run by charities.  
You haven’t spoken to people who will let you know how it really is.  

 
Selby This is very much an aspiration document and what we are saying is 

there are potentially 170 commercial berths. 
 
Colin G Minor and major nodes – how do you decide where each is. 
 
Selby   Finance and the amount of potential activity in that area   
 
Colin G Winchburgh– you have as a major node.  How can that be? – all 

there was there was a brickwork which has since closed and a pub.  
You have Linlithgow as a minor node?  Linlithgow has more to offer 
in every way.  It is a well-known historical town. 

 
Selby  The reason for Winchburgh being described as major is because 

there are plans to build 3,000 houses and planners would say that 
there is a lot of potential there. 

 
Bev S  Are Moorings not transferable with the sale of a boat?  
 
RM No - not transferable with a boat and there are clear reasons for that.  

In England  a mooring has a lot of value.  It ends review with 
residential.  You cannot sell a mooring with the boat.  The mooring 
belongs to BW. 

 
Gordon D  You have been working out number of boats on the canal.  How 

many more will there be if fuels go up in price.   You don’t seem to 
take into consideration the case of fuel prices. 

 
Selby   Demand/life style/fuel?  I would have to look into that more fully. 



 
RM  Investigating this question may have been done down at Watford  
 
John Hume 1974 was an example which I remember very well.  It is a serious  

  consideration.  
 

Robert H  Development of Helix and moorings at Culross, Stirling etc and 
through that area? Have you considered this too? 

 
Selby   Another consideration – up to Stirling. 

 
8.0 AOCB     Professor John Hume OBE  
 None noted. 
 
10.0 Conclusion and Next Meeting   

Professor Hume thanked everyone for their input and commented on the high 
standard of discussion involved in the meeting.  The meeting closed at 12.50 p.m. 
 
Alan Muir, Forth & Clyde Canal Society, also thanked everyone involved for giving 
up their time this morning to help organise this meeting. 
 
Date of next meeting:    Saturday 24 March 2007  
 
Time:      9.30 a.m. for 10 a.m. start  
 
Venue:      Park Hotel, Falkirk  
 
 
For your information- Dates for your diary 
Lowland Canals User Group Meetings all at  
The Park Hotel, Falkirk and all starting at 10 a.m.  
Saturday 24 March 2007  
Saturday 27 October 2007  
Saturday 30 March 2008 
Saturday 26 October 2008 

 
11.0 FOR YOUR INFORMATION –  

Actions recorded/MP/February 2007 
 For ease of reference – items are numbered  
 .0 – presentation  
 .1 – Questions & Comments  
 .2 – Actions  
 

 


