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THE BOW BACK RIVERS

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE OLYMPICS




Regenl's Canal —London W2

An Amsterdam for East London

The Bow Back Rivers offer a unique setting to halp London win and host the 2012 Olympie
Games-and 1o became the jewel in the-crown of the Lower Lea Valley. The five and a-hal|
kilometres of waterways provide an opportunily fo shape the Olymipic vent around & natwork ol
fivers brimming withs fascinating hefitage and wikllife

What the Bow Back Rivers can offer:

11lom of calouriul waterfrants and Hverside caits, rver bogls and opes spaces
Innayitive transpoit opportunilies suchas waler buses and water faxs
Fedeshiarn links o the heart of tha Olympic Zone

A'range of moarngs for leiaoare and commeloiil boats

Secure nfresthuclure roules lor cabling and communications

RN

The setting for & colourful watar festival

The 2012-Clympic Games could galvanise the revival of the Bow Back Rivers and provide a
focus-for the regeneration cumently propoked (or the araa.

Birifish Waterways: Londan, which contrals the rivars; fas already begun their reslotahon
It alieves that the network can play an important role inensuring thal London's 2012 Olympic
Games credte o lving legacy the whole ouritry can be proud of.
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Just add water

o ‘Olymple Zone shaddics (he Bow Back Rivers dnd Bdjgcent blightad lasd This

d by the Mayor, Londan Development Agency, London Borough of Newhanm, Lee
al Park Authorify, Environment Agency and ather key arganisaions as having great

: "fﬁq‘aﬂﬂnm efvirormertal and cormunity regenaration.

ays London has already embarked upon the rivers' restoration.

focused on envimnmantal improvements and accommodating the increased surface
adjacent developments. In addition, preparatory studies and discussions with partners
n o ensure that the widsrways oo integraled inlo the tegeneralivn o [He

surpristngly, muth of the watenway Infraséichute is in excelient condition'and, although
galy marn-made, (hets are well-established habitats for many bird species and ather wildife In
all that the Bow Back Rivers really nesd ty bong them badk to lite 15 e co-ordinated and
ropriale-regeneration ol the land around them and some targeted funding.

e 15 now night far this o happen The combination of excellent public transport’!

Bions, the proximily (o Docklands, Victora Park and the emerging Stratfard Cily, tha rich
wironment, iarge tracts of vmterside knd and pramised (nvestment could transform fhe Lower
Lma Vally,

rivers are not just a backdrop to the area,
are a core part of s history,Infrastructure and environment.
treated, they can become a centrepiacs f the 2012 Olympic Games.




The human race

This exiergve nabwerk of watersavs, islands angd al liagent developmen land 5 a -\.H|:I|."I'|'.' platform
brom which to lewmch London's bid, One of British Walerways London's suggestions s that they
b Dought lo iy o colabrake the capitafs wealth of people and cullusss, Using the theme The
Human Race' e anes could host a waler feslival of tood, arts, dance aned muslc in the perod

leading up 1o and Including the Games

The-festival would gim lo 2ngage abd anthyse London's many diverse communities to becaimne
part of the Qlympie Games and part of the festival, making the cvent mlevant th peopie acmss

tne-world = & global celabmtion on walex

®  Landoners wotld be given accass 1o anéas o walerside:land and walerway 1o showrass the
vary bestof their cultures, creating u miniature (ndie, Africa or Britein o reflect the cullural

diversily ot the oy,

8 Sirefches of the Bow Back Rivers could ba temporanly transformiad irto watervays (rom
different partssol 1he world — g eem inlo e lagoons ol Soulh Easl Asig, Ihe beachas

afthe Caribbean or the rivers of Wesl Alrica

& Hoats could be shipped in Lo rdpiecan] sach sone— Alrcan canoss, \ndjan houseboats, Sath
Aslan draganbotts or Chinese Junks — to previde averything from flioating acconmimodalion,

shops and restaurants- o corporate hospitality and tnp Doats

&' Each'area wolld rin s own programme of activities, such a5 concarts, firewarks, childten's
aciwilies and theeatne:whch, in o, wouldact as 8 focus lor food stals and markets Tor

peopls tmveling betwesh the differant sparting eveénts,

The Olympic Games could kick off with a spectacular light and firework show, ignited
by the arrival by boat of the Olympic Torch and lighting up the whole Lower Lea Valley.




An eye to the future

The anemy and investriend in the Olympde Gamss should lesave & genuineg inhsrtance {or

it thal has rover Biform bonatitesel from fouriam. For instanpe:

® 4 Water Sclence Cenlre adjpcent to Stratford City, with interactive, educational faciities for

children ane = resaarch nsfilute for global water consarvation,

& Throe #ills Istand 10 beonme 2 Herltage & Cullurel Centre; with uparaded educationml

FRCIHES, d-SC0ipnung: DElNE, |__:_1-|-_*I B3, € ":!T.'_ biokshops and & workding Hidal il gensrsting
® CHd Ford Lock to house a Youth Media Centre (o give trisiming o young joumsalisis and
fiimmakeos n partnership with the Brtsh film and medieindustnos

® (Cerpenters Hoad Lock o become the centre lor a Green Village, with innovative and

BT ITCIFTITIE I||--_i:l.,' T .ilI omes gnd othices @nd new wildiiie abitats,




Nuts and bolts

The regeremtion ot the Bow Back Rivers and surrounding land would greatly nprowe acoess
and transpart in the.area, A ‘grean grid' of footpaths, jogoing fracks. cyclewsys, new parks and
bridgas would allow’ people 1o wsil diferent allraclions and evernits, and hese could be conmeched
further dfield (o (he Wwpathe of ths Regent's Canal, River Thames, River Loe Navigation and

|imeheuse Cit to creats ".':JI-,rranr' Routes! to the Gameas,

& Eustingand new public transport cotild be supplementad with water taxis and bicycle
rickaRaws o ciarmy dthleles, olllicisls and visilors belween evenls, Access Tor boals 16-and

from the waterways near o Clympic events could be controlled to mamtain securndy.

& Wit the rlvers provid fag) @ cadibral frisrriework for he g, it is essenlal thil exiting wildlife
habitats are protecied and enhanced, providing homes for evergthing from watervoles and

ottaie 4o herang, Kinglishets and he weallh of alber bidlifis i e e

® The quality of the-bullt environment, such as at Three Mills, stould Blio be recognsed and

any megearalion shiould telain and celetrals Uie area’s ieh oullural herdiags,

& Sustainability should be st lhe hearl of any development. Barges on (he Rver oo
MNavigation, Thames and Bow Back Rlveis would offer an anvironmentally fresndly way ol
transporting constiction materals sl waste —and so Kegp imafic off-the aiready corgeasted
roads of |heEast End,




A living legacy

The London Qlympic Games 2012 would be-a spectacilar svenl in the history of the city = but

the pames will only take place for a brigf pericd. 1 s paremount that any event delivers a tangible

Heasy T e l’..F.:.'I'.'-IJ wihich Boneiis poops for many: Yeaes 10 comis

®  Regenarsting the Bow Hack Reris would e a living leoacy for Landon's paapla and

wildlite, and create a diverse and susianable water city,

®  The combinalion ol improved infesiniciue ang access, with an extansive enyironmenil
clean up, would create an enormous waterpark, with urban wildile, plants and trees, and
nonesaible o evaryons thraugh grasn links with the mestof London The ansa windld Have
some of the cily's rches| waldlile habitals and be amang Lhe most exlensive open spaces in

the capital

® The creation of new vistor attaclions and cullurl genles would undesfing the Libwer Lea
Walley's postion as London's Gataway o Burnpe and areate:opportunities for &new kKind of

coftimunily = & modern Amsterdam for East London with affordable aco=frendly homea,

The Bow Back Rivers will once again become a thriving part of London’s East End
and the UK's 2,000-mile canal network.

Canalside cafd, hMaldaVals, Tondan W




Nexl steps
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