Would you like to get involved in the Canal & River Trust?

Canal & River Trust Council - first call for candidates to stand for election

Members of Council will have an important say in guiding the work of the Trust when it takes over the responsibilities of British Waterways in April 2012.  In preparation for this, the Council will meet for the first time in March 2012.
The Canal & River Trust Transition Appointments Committee is now inviting candidates to stand for election for 7 places on Council:
· Boat licence holders – 4 members to be elected
· Boating businesses – 2 members to be elected
· Employees of the Canal and River Trust  – 1 member to be elected
Members will serve for a term of four years.

If you want to stand for election in any of these groups you will need to complete a simple nomination form which will be available for downloading from: www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/councilnomination
 from 12 December 2012.  

You will have 150 words to set out your message or ‘manifesto’ to your constituency.   Your nomination form must be returned in hard copy, signed by you and your sponsors to  Canal & River Trust, 64 Clarendon Road, Watford, Herts, WD17 1DA by Wednesday 18 January 2012.  
Voting will take place between 8 February and 9 March 2012.  You will be able to vote electronically on a designated website or by SMS text.   Voting by post will also be possible, but only for this first set of Council elections.  The election is being managed by Electoral Reform Services.
The Role of Council
Council is the guardian of the long-term values and purposes of the Trust.  It will have the power to appoint or dismiss the Trustees.  While Trustees are responsible for determining policy and strategy, Council will have an important role in helping to shape  policy, raising and debating issues, providing guidance, perspective and a sounding board for Trustees.  Council will meet 2 times a year.

Members of Council will be expected to bring the experience and perspective of the constituency they represent and to provide a voice for their interests.  In exercising this role they will also be expected to consider the wider interests of the Trust and its charitable purposes.
The full make up of Council is set out below. 

Eligibility

Boaters.  To be eligible to stand for election and vote in the election, you must hold a 12-month boat licence on 18 January 2012.  Your nomination must be supported by 10 sponsors who each also hold a valid 12-month boat licence on this date.  
To serve on Council, you must continue to hold a valid 12-month boat licence.

Employees of BW who hold a boat licence are not eligible to stand for election or to vote within this constituency.    
Boating Business.  To be eligible to stand for election and serve as a Council member, you must satisfy one of the following criteria:
1. Hold a commercial agreement with BW for the operation of a boating-related business on a BW/CRT waterway.   Qualifying agreements/licences  are:
· Marina Connection or Network Access Agreement
· Operator Agreement or Property  contract with BW/CRT for a boatyard, mooring site or other boating business
· Holder of one or more Business Boat or Freight Vessel licences
2. Be an officer or employee of a trade association or an individual that represents the interests of boating businesses 
Your nomination must be supported by 5 sponsors who each satisfy criterion 1 above.
To be eligible to vote in the election you must satisfy criterion 1.
Employees
To be eligible to stand for election or to vote, you must be an employee of BW or TWT on 18 January 2012.  Your nomination must be supported by 5 people who are also employees of BW or TWT on this date.  
Agency staff and others contracted but not on the payroll of BW or TWT, are not eligible to stand or vote.   
Once elected you must continue to be on the payroll of the Canal and River Trust to serve as a member of Council.  
Key Dates

Nominations open on 12 December 2011 and close on 18 January 2012
Voting opens 8 February 2012 and closes at 12 noon 9 March 2012
Election results available 12 March 2012 

First Council meets late March 2012.

If you would like to stand for election as a Council member, please start to consider who will support your nomination and look out for further announcements on Waterscape.com  and in newsletters.
Council Composition
	
	Constituency
	Number of Council Members

	
	
	Elected
	Nominated
	Total

	1.
	Private boating
	4
	1
	5

	2.
	Boating business
	2
	
	2

	3.
	Volunteers
	
	1*
	1

	4.
	Other supporters – walkers, anglers, cyclists, neighbours, donors, etc
	
	4*
	4

	5.
	Employees
	1
	
	1

	6.
	Historic environment
	
	2
	2

	7.
	Natural environment
	
	2
	2

	8.
	Local government
	
	2
	2

	9.
	Waterway Partnerships Chairs, Chair All Wales Partnership, Chair Museums Partnership
	
	
	13

ex-officio

	10.
	Co-options
	
	3
	3

	
	TOTAL
	
	
	35


* these constituencies will convert to elected representatives once electoral databases are established
10 November 2011

