OPERATOR AGREEMENT PROJECT

UPDATE FOR ALL BUSINESS LICENCE HOLDERS

British Waterways is changing the way it authorises any commercial or non-private use of boats on its waterways. At present, these boats all have a Business Licence and some operators have a supplementary Trading Agreement. Moving forwards, we intend to transfer all boats to a standard boat licence and to issue anyone using a boat for any commercial or non-personal use with a separate Operator Agreement.  The Operator Agreement will set out the terms and conditions relating to that use and will be subject to a fee.

The project has been going on for some time. This paper summarises the progress we are making in introducing the new system and what the changes mean for you in the coming year.  

SELF-DRIVE HOLIDAY HIRE

All boats used for this purpose will have transferred to a standard boat licence by 30 March 2012.  Additionally, they will have been separately invoiced for the Operator Fee as the Operator Agreement itself is not yet ready to be issued. They will still be operating under the T&C’s relating to the business licence. A great deal of work has been done on the Agreement during the last year and we are about to present a revised version to the Association of Pleasure Craft Operators for comment.  

Boats used for holiday hire will receive a renewal notice for a standard licence and one for the Operator Fee, when their existing licence expires. The standard boat licence will increase by 6.4% from 1 April 2012 and the Operator Fee by 4.4%. This will make the Operator Fee for 2012 £657.72 (plus VAT). Once both fees are paid, we will send you Authorised Hire disks for each boat. 

We hope to be able to complete the full Operator Agreement from the summer.

SELF-DRIVE DAY HIRE

We have yet to present new proposals for charging for day hire boats to operators in this sector.  It is a very diverse sector that includes everything from a fully equipped narrowboat or cruiser down to a canoe or pedalo taking just one person.  For now, these boats will remain on Leisure Business Licences.  Please just return your renewal as you normally would when you receive it.

ROVING TRADERS

These boats currently have Trading Craft Licences. As a result of this project, we now have two kinds of Roving Traders.  We have Low Risk Roving Traders (LRRT) and Regulated Traders. We cannot tell from the information we hold about you what your particular trading activity is. Please look at the definitions below and tell us which kind of trader you are. 

LOW RISK ROVING TRADERS are those that meet the following criteria:

· You only trade when securely moored up at places with firm, safe pedestrian access to your boat and

· Customers do not board your vessels and

· The combined weight of the goods, materials and tools necessary for your trade is less than 1 tonne and

· You do not sell or carry fuel, waste or any other hazardous substance and you do not carry out boat maintenance works or tow other boats as part of your trade

If your proposed activity does not meet all of the above, you are a Regulated Trader.

REGULATED TRADERS are typically those selling diesel, coal, bottled gas and pump out services or those offering towing, engineering or boat repairs but will include everyone who trades from a variety of different places around the network that doesn’t meet the criteria for the Low Risk Roving Trader authorisation.

To tell us whether you are a Low Risk Roving Trader or a Regulated Trader, please contact us with your name, boat name and boat index number.  You can do this:

By email:
boatingtrade.enquiries@britishwaterways.co.uk
By telephone:
01942 405722

By post:
Boating Trade Admininstrator



British Waterways



Waterside Drive



Wigan WN3 5NZ

Low Risk Roving Traders will have a standard boat licence and be authorised to trade using a Self-Declaration Form.  When your current Trading Licence is due to expire, we will send you a renewal form for a standard boat licence, plus the Self Declaration Form.  You must return this, with your payment, to the Boat Licensing Team in Leeds.  You will then receive your standard licence disks and your Authorised Trader disks.  The transition will not take place until your current licence is due to expire, so please do not expect to receive the application form for the LRRT disk until the licence renewal comes through.  The cost of the LRRT Self-Declaration authorisation will be £67.86 plus VAT (£81.43) per boat.  One Operator Fee covers a butty that always travels with its motor, but both boats will need a standard licence.

Regulated Traders (coal boats, repair boats and all other trading craft that don’t meet the Low Risk Roving Trader criteria) will remain on a Trading Craft licence for the time being.  A draft of the Agreement for this sector will be presented to the Commercial Boat Owners Association for comment shortly.  We hope to introduce the new system from the summer.  As with the LRRT, transfers to the new system will take place only on expiry of the current Trading Licence.  The Regulated Trader Operator Fee will be £135.72 plus VAT (£162.86) per boat.  One Operator Fee covers a butty that always travels with its motor, but both boats will need a standard licence.

SKIPPERED PASSENGER AND STATIC TRADING BOATS

These are boats offering scheduled or chartered trips, water buses and roving hotel boats. We are preparing revised proposals and a draft agreement for this sector at present. We will then consult with operators in this sector about the new proposals.  For the time being, boats in this sector will continue to be authorised via the Business Licence. This sector includes boats that trade from one fixed location at all times such as café and gallery boats.

WORKBOATS IN RECEIPT OF DISCOUNTED LICENCES

Full proposals for these will be included in the Regulated Trader proposals.  For the time being, they will continue to be authorised via the Business Licensing system. Please just return your renewals as usual with the existing Application for Supplementary Workboat Discount if you are eligible.

BOATS IN RECEIPT OF CHARITABLE DISCOUNT

Work on how to authorise these boats in still in progress.  We are working with the National Community Boat Association to prepare revised proposals for this sector.  For the time being, all boats currently in receipt of the discount should renew their Business Licences on their existing terms.

GENERAL

We acknowledge that preparing and publishing the various arrangements for the transition has taken much longer than we originally anticipated.  This is the biggest ever change to Boat Licensing.  We will endeavour to have the charges, agreements and processes for all trading sectors fully resolved during the coming year.

Thank you for your continued help and patience.

If you have a specific concern, please contact:

Susie Mercer

Boating Trade Manager (Operator Agreement Project)

British Waterways

The Docks

Gloucester GL1 2LB

Tel: 01452 318012

Mobile: 0779 502 7366

NOTE ON FEES:

The Operator Fees quoted in this document apply from 1 April 2012. They have been increased by 4.4% over the fees discussed last year.  This increase is in line with the Consumer Prices Index at September 2011.

Standard Licence fees and Business Licence fees will increase by 6.4% on 1 April 2012.

