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Height
Person with dwarfism 
will be short with 
reduced reach, with 
some degree of mobility 
problems

Needs
Remove physical barriers that cannot be 
negotiated,
Smooth path with no steep gradients.
Locks and latches at suitable height and 
adjacent to towpath
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Needs
Gates latches handles are located at a 
suitable height directly adjacent to the 
path.

Reach–
Person with reduced reach would 
find it difficult to be positioned 
immediately adjacent to the task.

Needs
Smooth surface  and handrails to be 
provided at suitable points on the path.
Suitable and regular resting places 
Hand rails on steps.

Balance –
Generally seen in people as a side 
effect of cognitive or sensory 
disability. People find it difficult to 
balance and walk on uneven 
surfaces, use sticks.

Needs
Width enough to let a wheelchair 
through
Smooth even surface
Gradient and cross slopes not too 
steep
Gates and latches easy to operate
Resting places at regular distance
Hand rails on steps.

Strength and stamina
Have problem in carrying out daily 
tasks that require power, including 
climbing steep slope or 
manipulating a difficult lock. Also 
have problem in carring out long 
continuous tasks. May use 
wheelchair/stick
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Approach
Pleasant

experience



Access audits

Current status of Access

Prioritising works

Marketing the good access 
sites

Formulate a statement policy

Maintenance 
programme

Identify the needs of access 
improvements

Undertaking works

Feed back from 
customers

Review every 3-5 years

Consultation with 
access groups
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Equipment required
for Field Survey 
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Problem faced by 
people 

on wheel chair with
Linear Slope

Steering can become 
very difficult with 

Cross slope
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Problem faced by
People with visual 

Impairment because 
of overhanging 

branches 
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Gates and Barriers
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Nil Nil Rating factor absentNot applicable

31Condition is way below the minimum criteria 
set by Countryside for all good practice 
Guide.  A considerable amount of work is 
required to improve the condition. 

Poor

22Condition meets the minimum criteria set by 
Countryside for All Good Practice Guide. 
Some  work is required to improve the 
condition

Fair

13Condition meets or is above the criteria set 
by Countryside for All Good Practice Guide. 
Minimum or no work required to improve

Good

Ranking Points CriteriaCategory
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������������&�+�&"����������������&����2������!�������-�����-2��������������&�+�&"����������������&����2������!�������-�����-2��������������&�+�&"����������������&����2������!�������-�����-2��������������&�+�&"����������������&����2������!�������-�����-2����������������������
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"-"�����������2������!�������-�����-2�������������"����������+�
"-"�����������2������!�������-�����-2�������������"����������+�
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"-"�����������2������!�������-�����-2�������������"����������+� ������������
�+������������(�+������������(�+������������(�+������������(



���2�,���2�,���2�,���2�,

��2�������������+�����������������> ���������-���!�������2�������������+�����������������> ���������-���!�������2�������������+�����������������> ���������-���!�������2�������������+�����������������> ���������-���!�����
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if overall score is 40% and 
below

POOR

40% to 60%FAIR

above 60%GOOD

4���+��"���!�����> ����&��������2��2����������������4���+��"���!�����> ����&��������2��2����������������4���+��"���!�����> ����&��������2��2����������������4���+��"���!�����> ����&��������2��2����������������
������� 2��������� �(�(� ��#��� ���� > � 2������ ��� ����������� 2��������� �(�(� ��#��� ���� > � 2������ ��� ����������� 2��������� �(�(� ��#��� ���� > � 2������ ��� ����������� 2��������� �(�(� ��#��� ���� > � 2������ ��� ����
�������2��������(�������2��������(�������2��������(�������2��������(
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