Background to the Area

East London has suffered from under-investment in infrastructure such as transport and open space and has an industrial legacy that has led to the emergence of a set of poor social, income and educational outcomes. Key facts on demography, population and population groups in three of the adjacent Boroughs are described below. 

Tower Hamlets

· The 2001 Census population total for Tower Hamlets (TH) was 196,106. TH population grew by 17.9% between 1991 and 2001, this is the second highest growth rate of all the London Boroughs and a further 7.07% between 2001-2007 which was the 5th highest in London in this timeframe or over 45,000 people.

· The Office of National Statistics (ONS) mid-2007 population estimate for Tower Hamlets is 215, 300

· The GLA has estimated that by 2016, population will increase to nearly 300,000 due to natural population growth and regeneration initiatives.

· Tower Hamlets has a young population. The borough has the largest percentage of 20-34 year olds of any Local Authority in the country. 

· 57% of the population are 15-44 year olds compared with 41.5% for this age group for the country as a whole. 9% of the population are over 65 compared to 16% across the UK.

· Over half of Tower Hamlets’ population are from non-White British ethnic groups. A third are Bangladeshi, of whom half are under 20 years old. 

· Almost four fifths people of Bangladeshi origin living in London live in Tower Hamlets.

· Tower Hamlets residents’ have average incomes within both the top and bottom 12.5% in the country.

Newham


· Newham population grew by 13% between 1991 and 2001 - the third largest change in London. However, this retracted between 2001-2007 with just a 0.08% increase. The population in mid-2007 according to the ONS mid-year estimate is 249,000.

· This reduction in growth is mostly due to the Borough’s highest net outflow of population in 2006 at 3.84% of its population or 9,500 people 

· The 2001 Census found that the proportion of the population under the age of 19 has increased by 23%.

· Newham has a very young age structure, with the highest proportion of children under the age of one in the country, and the lowest proportion of population over the age of 65

· Newham has the highest proportion of non-White ethnic groups in the country, with 61% of the population.

· Newham has the second highest proportion of Asian population in England and Wales and the second highest proportion of Black Africans in England and Wales. 

· Newham is ranked highest in England and Wales for households with dependent children with no person in employment.

· Newham has the third highest proportion of population aged 16-74 with no qualifications in London – 34% (i.e. people with no academic, vocational or professional qualifications)

· Newham has the lowest female life expectancy at birth of all London Boroughs (2004-2006) and it has the joint second lowest male life expectancy.
 

· One of the lowest participation rates in active recreation in the whole country is within Newham at 14% of the population.
 

Hackney

· Population trends in Hackney mirror trends in the rest of London, with significant growth between 1991 and 2001 (of 14%) and projected growth in future years to stabilise at lower rates, averaging 7% between 2011 and 2031.

· In 2007, there the population of Hackney was estimated at nearly 210,000, nearly 3% of the overall London population;

· Over 30% of Hackney's population is aged between 25 and 39;

· Residents from White ethnic backgrounds make up 59% of the population, whereas Black and Black British residents make up 24% of the population, significantly higher than the 10% found in the rest of London. 

· In 2007, 71% of Hackney's population was economically active, lower than the London average of 76% and the fourth lowest of all Boroughs in London.

· Hackney has the highest Income Support claimant rate in London, at 13%, and the second highest in the UK, and has the highest number of residents claiming housing benefit in the whole country.

· 19% of Hackney's residents have no qualifications, higher than the London average of 13% and the fourth highest of Boroughs in London

· Hackney and Tower Hamlets rank highest of all London Boroughs on the Index of Multiple Deprivation. 

There is also an under provision of green and open space in relation to the national average in these boroughs and there is a lower number of leisure attractions. This fact alone supports the need for investment in both open space and leisure facilities. 
Lower Lea Valley 
London Thames Gateway Development Corporation was established to tackle the challenges and realise the opportunities in the Lower Lea Valley and London Riverside. The Lower Lea Valley stretches from Hackney Wick and Hackney Marshes in the north to Canning Town and Leamouth at the River Thames. Much of the area is used for employment (mainly industrial, manufacturing and storage) or is empty and earmarked for redevelopment. There is little housing in the Lower Lea Valley. The LTGDC has plans to maximise the potential of the area through the Lea River Park. This project will provide a sustainable mixed-use district and enable the transformation of the Lower Lea Valley. 

Thames Gateway

The area is part of the Thames Gateway regeneration area, the biggest regeneration programme in Europe, stretching from Canary Wharf to Southend in Essex to Sittingbourne in Kent. The Olympic Park is also considered one of the four economic transformers for the rest of the Thames Gateway. 

The Olympics

In terms of the physical area, it is essential to note the impact of the Olympics and Paralympics. This event will run for six weeks in the summer of 2012. Following the event, the Park will enter transformation phase where uses for Olympic venues will be converted and the Park will be open to access. Transformation of the area is important for this project as it may influence potential future passengers using a boat service.

There is no absolute date as to when transformation works for legacy will be complete. According to current proposed designs, it is likely that the Olympic Park and venues will be transformed in phases, with some venues potentially opening after the third quarter of 2013. Works to the Olympic rivers and towpaths in the Olympic Park will largely be complete by 2011 and it is hoped that these areas will be some of the first to re-open (potentially in 2013). The remaining venues are likely to open during 2014. The Olympic Park is being developed in an area which is undergoing extensive regeneration, with some of this taking place well beyond 2014. 
The Olympics will bring significant investment to the Lower Lea Valley, providing a fantastic opportunity for new businesses and communities to thrive. There is an important distinction to be made in relation to what can be done in the area pre and post Olympics. Prior to the Olympics, infrastructure and facilities will need to be put in place for the purpose of running a smooth and successful event. This work is being led by the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) in a way that enables as much use in legacy as possible for a boat service. 
Extract sourced from Cultural and Leisure Infrastructure in the Lower Lea Valley, East London, 
January 2009 

� Summary of Social Trends 2008: A London Perspective of the ONS publication, DMAG, GLA, 2008


� Summary of Social Trends 2008: A London Perspective of the ONS publication, DMAG, GLA, 2008


� As above





